
 

SAINT KATHERINE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
5965 N. Wickham Road, Melbourne, Florida 32940 

Church Phone: (321) 254-1045  fax (321) 821-0450 Church hall: (321) 254-1445    

 email – admin@saint-katherine.org  -  website www.saint-katherine.org  
 

FATHER DEMETRI TSIGAS  

fatherdemetri@saint-katherine.org; for important matters or emergencies 615-4431 
 

 Orthros: 9:00 AM                Divine Liturgy: 10:00 AM         Fellowship Hour: 11:30 AM 
 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Mon. through Fri. 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. / Sat. closed &  Sun. closed during Liturgy  

 

~  VISION & MISSION STATEMENT  ~ 
Our Vision (dream) is to be a growing, loving, united Orthodox Christian  

family open to all. 
  Our Mission (job) is to grow our faith in Christ through love and respect with humility 

and forgiveness. 

5th Sunday of Luke 
 

Kleopas & Artemas of the  
70 Apostles 

 
Martyrs Zenobios, the Presbyter 

& Zenobia, his Sister  
 
 
 

Righteous Joseph  
Patriarch of Constantinople 

 

 

~   Welcome to Our Guests  ~ 
We are delighted that you are with us today.  Please keep in mind that 
according to the Holy Canons and teachings of the Orthodox Church, 
you must be a baptized and chrismated member of the Orthodox faith 
in good standing in order to receive Holy Communion.  You are 
welcome to receive a portion of the blessed bread (antidoron) 
distributed at the end of the Divine Liturgy.  Please join us for coffee 
hour following services. 

Sunday, October 30, 2011   
9th  Morning Gospel - 3rd Mode 
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Divine Liturgy of St. James 

͛ϣϢϞϨϧЮϝϜϢϠɯ͛ϠϔϦϧϲϦϜϟϢϠɯɬ ΚϪϢϥɯ̈́ѽ- ϦȭƕƔƚɯ- 108 
 

͆ѐϩϤϔϜϠЌϦϛϬɯ ϧϳɯ ϢѐϤϲϠϜϔȮɯ ϵϖϔϞϞϜϲϦϛϬɯ ϧϳɯ ЏϣЮϖϘϜϔȮɯ фϧϜɯ ЏϣϢЮϚϦϘɯ

ϝϤϲϧϢϥȮɯ ЏϠɯ ϕϤϔϪЮϢϠϜɯ ϔѐϧϢѕȮɯ тɯ ͋эϤϜϢϥѿɯ ЏϣϲϧϚϦϘɯ ϧѴɯ ϛϔϠϲϧѲɯ ϧсϠɯ

ϛϲϠϔϧϢϠѿɯ ϣϤϬϧрϧϢϝϢϥɯ ϧѦϠɯ ϠϘϝϤѦϠɯ ЏϖЌϠϘϧϢѿɯ Џϝɯ ϝϢϜϞЮϔϥɯ ЁϗϢϨɯ

ЏϤϤэϦϔϧϢɯЗϟЉϥȮɯϝϔЯɯϣϔϤЌϦϪϘɯϧѴɯϝрϦϟѲɯϧсɯϟЌϖϔɯВϞϘϢϥȭ 
 

Resurrectional  Apolytikion ɬ 3rd Mode p. 107 - 109 
 

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord has shown 

the mighty power of His arm.  He has trampled down death by death, 

becoming the first born of the dead.  He has delivered us form the 

depths of hell and has granted to all the world His great mercy. 
 

͔ѦϠɯ͜ϖЮϬϠɯ- ΏϪϢϥɯϗ҅ 

͐аɯ ϟϲϤϧϨϤЌϥɯ ϦϢϨɯ ͋эϤϜϘȮɯ ЏϠɯ ϧЫɯ ϵϛϞЕϦϘϜɯ ϔяϧѦϠȮɯ ϦϧϘϩϲϠϢϨϥɯ

ЏϝϢϟЮϦϔϠϧϢɯϧЪϥɯϵϩϛϔϤϦЮϔϥȮɯЏϝɯϦϢѕɯϧϢѕɯ͉ϘϢѕɯЗϟѦϠѿɯϦϪрϠϧϘϥɯϖϳϤɯϧЖϠɯ

бϦϪэϠɯϦϢϨȮɯϧϢюϥɯϧϨϤϲϠϠϢϨϥɯϝϔϛϘжϞϢϠѿɯВϛϤϔϨϦϔϠɯϝϔЯɯϗϔϜϟрϠϬϠɯϧϳɯ

ϵϠЮϦϪϨϤϔɯϛϤϲϦϚȭɯ͂ѐϧѦϠɯϧϔжϥɯаϝϘϦЮϔϜϥȮɯ͗ϤϜϦϧЍɯтɯ͉ϘрϥȮɯϦѦϦϢϠɯϧϳϥɯ

ϫϨϪϳϥɯЗϟѦϠȭ 

For the Saints ɬ 4th Mode 
 

Your Martyrs, O Lord, were worthily awarded by You* the crowns of 

incorruption, in that they contested for You our immortal God.* Since 

they possessed Your power, they defeated the tyrants,* dashing the de-

monsʹ powerless displays of defiance.* O Christ God, at their fervent 

entreaties, save our souls.  
 

͛ϣϢϞϨϧЮϝϜϢϠ ϧЕϥɯͮϖЮϔϥɯ͂ϜϝϔϧϘϤЮϠϚϥ -  ΚϪϢϥɯ͑Ϟȭɯɯ͂ѽɯ 
 

͔ЕϠɯϣϔϠϘэϩϚϟϢϠɯϠэϟϩϚϠɯ͗ϤϜϦϧϢэɯϨϟϠЕϦϬϟϘϠɯɖɯɯ͂ϜϝϔϧϘϤЮϠϔϠɯϧЕϠɯ

ϛϘЮϔϠɯϝϔЮɯϣϢϞϜϢэϪϢϠɯ͓ϜϠϲɯɖɯɯϧЕϠɯϕϢЕϛϘϜϔϠɯϚϟўϠɯϝϔЮɯϔϠϧЮϞϚϫϜϠ· рϧϜɯ

ϘϩЮϟϬϦϘɯϞϔϟϣϤўϥɯɖɯɯϧϢэϥɯϝϢϟϫϢэϥɯϧўϠɯϔϦϘϕўϠɯɖɯɯϧϢэɯ͑ϠϘэϟϔϧϢϥɯϧЕɯ

ϗϨϠϲϟϘϜ·  ϝϔЮɯɯϬϥɯ͍ϲϤϧϨϥɯ͋ϨϤЮϢϨɯϦϧϘϩϛϘЮϦϔɯɖɯɯϔϜϧϘЮϧϔϜɯϣϲϦϜɯϧрɯϟЌϖϔɯ

ЌϞϘϢϥȭ 

Apolytikion of St. Katherine - Plagal 1st Mode 
 

The all-blessed bride of Christ let us extol in song * Katerina the divine 

and protector of Sinai * our assistance and unfailing firm support; * for 
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she did muzzle brilliantly * the ungodly clever men by the power of 

the Spirit.  And now as a crowned Martyr * the great mercy she 

pleads for all of us. 

͋ϢϠϧϲϝϜϢϠɭΚϪϢϥɯϕɯɬ ϦȭɯƖƖƘ 
 

͑ϤϢϦϧϔϦЮϔɯ ϧўϠɯ ͗ϤϜϦϧϜϔϠўϠɯ ϲϝϔϧϔЮϦϪϨϠϧϘȮɯ ϟϘϦϜϧϘЮϔɯ ϣϤрϥɯ ϧрϠɯ

ϣϢϜϚϧЕϠɯϲϟϘϧϲϛϘϧϘȮɯϟЕɯϣϔϤЮϗϚϥɯϲϟϔϤϧϬϞўϠɯϗϘЕϦϘϬϠɯϩϬϠϲϥɯϲϞϞϲɯ

ϣϤрϩϛϔϥϢϠȮɯ ўϥɯ ϲϖϔϛЕȮɯ ϘЮϥɯ ϧЕϠɯ ϕϢЕϛϘϜϔϠɯ ЕϟϬϠȮɯ ϧўϠɯ ϣϜϦϧўϥɯ

ϝϤϔϨϖϔϙрϠϧϬϠɯ ϦϢϜɯ ͔ϲϪϨϠϢϠɯ ϘЮϥɯ ϣϤϘϦϕϘЮϔϠɯ ϝϔЮɯ ϦϣϘэϦϢϠɯ ϘЮϥɯ

ЮϝϘϦЮϔϠȮɯЕɯϣϤϢϦϧϔϧϘэϢϨϦϔɯϲϘЮȮɯ͉ϘϢϧрϝϘɯϧўϠɯϧϜϟўϠϧϬϠɯϦϘȭ 
 

Kontakion -  Second Tone ɬ p. 224 
 

A protection of Christians unshamable, * intercessor to our Holy 

Maker, unwavering, * reject not * the prayerful cries of those who are 

in sin. * Instead, come to us, for you are good; * your loving help 

bring unto us, * who are crying in faith to you: * Hasten to intercede * 

and speed now to supplicate, * as a protection for all time, * Theoto-

kos, for those who honor you. 
 

The Epistle Reading is St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19 
BRETHREN, I would have you know that the gospel which was 
preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from man, 
nor was I taught it, but it came through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 
For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the 
church of God violently and tried to destroy it; and I advanced in Juda-
ism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zeal-
ous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set 
me apart before I was born, and had called me through his grace, was 
pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that I might preach him 
among the Gentiles, I did not confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go 
up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but I went 
away into Arabia; and again I returned to Damascus. Then after three 
years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him 
fifteen days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James the 
Lord's brother.  
 

 The Gospel Reading Luke 16:19-31 
The Lord said, "There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and 
fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay 
a poor man named Lazaros, full of sores, who desired to be fed with 
what fell from the rich man's table; moreover the dogs came and 
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licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels to 
Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried; and in Ha-
des, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off 
and Lazaros in his bosom. And he called out, 'Father Abraham, have 
mercy upon me, and send Lazaros to dip the end of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame.' But Abraham said, 
'Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and 
Lazaros in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and 
you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great 
chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to 
you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.' And he said, 
'Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house, for I have five 
brothers, so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place 
of torment.' But Abraham said, 'They have Moses, and the prophets; let 
them hear them.' And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if some one 
goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' He said to them, 'If they 
do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if 
some one should rise from the dead.'" 

Please pray for our: 

Spiritual Leaders: Patriarch Bartholomew; Archbishop Demetrios;  Metropolitan 
Alexios;  & Fr. Demetri 
Civil Leaders: President Barack Obama; Governor Rick Scott; all our civil authori-
ties and our armed forces. 

Parish Leadership: Parish Council members, Philoptochos members, Chanters, 
Choir, Sunday School teachers and students, our Youth Group leaders and chil-
dren. 

Those who are sick, awaiting surgery, recovering from  surgery, in need of 
prayers and/or shut in: Andrew Roman, Tresa Roman, Ero Diamantos,  Pauline 
Porch, Sophia Tenreiro, Jennifer Andersen, Lynette Wiggins, Alison Hall, Charlie & 
Alexandra Diamond, Mary Katsenes, Peter Katsoulas, Andrew & Pauline Kalton, 
Jay Figari, Jan Sangi,  Ernest & Stella Kartsonis, Mae Charos, Joyce Ninos, Nazieh 
Yacoub, Cristian, Lynette, Leilani & Xavier, Elaine, Jay, Eleni, Jaymi, Niki, George, 
Steve, Harry, Elaine Petersen, Jerry , Theresa Sempepos. 

Those serving in the Military:  Joseph Abadiotakis, Jr., John Brewster, George 
Korkos, Elias Panayiotis Maldonado, Michael Moody, Cristian Segarra, Nicholas 
Tsamoutales, Yanni Tshontikidis, Harold Ballard, Samuel Joseph III, Nicholas       
Cannaverde. 

Those preparing for Ordination: Dan Kennedy 

College Students:  James Figari, John Paul Figari, Alyssa Giglio, Sade Jelani, Jamila 
Jelani, Alyssa Karas, Ashley Petersen, James Petersen, Kathleen Rogers, George 
Saad, Jason Sirounis, John Sirounis, Katie Sirounis. 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR COLLEGE STUDENT ADDED TO THE PRAYER LIST, 



5 

TRAYS 
In accordance with Metropolis policy, the Stewardship offering will be      
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΦ  ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘǊŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
Holy Communion for the Ecumenical Patriarchate by Philoptochos.  Building 
Fund tray will be in the Narthex 

~ TODAY ~  
 

Sunday School Bake Sale Fundraiser  
In the Church hall.   

Please help support Sunday school!  
 

Wishing all the Demetris, Demetras, etcé  

a Happy Belated Nameday. Chronia Polla! 

Please join Jim Choromokos, Jim Papageorge,  

Jim Venduras and Jim Zavitsanos for a shot of  

Metaxa in the Church hall! 
 

FESTIVAL MEETING FOLLOWING FELLOWSHIP HOUR 

IN THE EDUCATION BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM 

 

 Reminder!  Daylight saving time ends next  
Sunday at 2 am.  Remember to turn your clocks back 

 1 hour before you go to bed Saturday night. 
 
 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY NEXT SUNDAY 12 NOON.  YOU MUST BE 
A STEWARD IN GOOD STANDING IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE. 

 

 

Upcoming Liturgies & Events 
Tues., November 1st - Ss. Cosmas & Damianos - Orthros 9 am Divine  
 Liturgy 10 am 
Wed., November 2nd - Altar Guild Meeting - 10 am 
Sat., November 5th - AHEPA Holiday Dinner Dance 6 pm - $35. per person  
 See an AHEPA member for tickets. 
Continued on p. 8 

PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE WITH THEIR EMAIL & COLLEGE   
CONTACT INFORMATION, AS PER METROPOLITAN ALEXIOS. 

(If you know of anyone that should be added to this list, please call the Church  

office.) 
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The Hieromartyr Zenobius and his sister Zenobia 
They were from the town of Aegea in Cilicia. They inherited the 
true Faith and great material wealth from their parents. Working 
zealously for the Faith and with great love, they distributed all 
their wealth to the poor. Because their hands were so generous, 
the hand of God shielded them from every evil intent of men 
and demons. The generous hands of Zenobius, which gave to the 
poor, were endowed by God with the gift of miracle-working, 
and Zenobius healed the sick of every kind of infirmity merely by 
touching them. Zenobius was appointed Bishop of Aegea. During 
a persecution, the Prefect Lysias arrested him and said: ``I offer 
you two choices: life or death; life if you worship the gods, or 

death if you do not.'' St. Zenobius replied: ``Life without Christ is not life but 
death, whereas death for the sake of Christ is not death but life.'' When Zeno-
bius was subjected to cruel tortures, Zenobia came to the judge and said: ``I 
also want to drink from this cup of suffering, and be crowned with that 
wreath.'' After being tortured in fire and in boiling pitch, both were beheaded 
with the sword in about the year 285. Thus this brother and sister took up 
their habitation in the Kingdom of the Immortal Christ the King. 

 
The Holy Apostles Cleopas, Tertius, Mark, Justus 
and Artemas 
They were all numbered among the Seventy. The 
risen Lord appeared to Cleopas on the road to Em-
maus (Luke 24:13-33). Tertius wrote down the Epis-
tle to the Romans for Paul (Romans 16:22), and died 
a martyr as Bishop of Iconium after the Apostle Sosi-
pater (November 10). St. Mark (or John) was the son 
of the devout Mary (whose home was a refuge for 

the apostles and the first Christians), and a kinsman of Barnabas (Acts 12:12). 
He became the bishop of the Samaritan town of Apollonia. Justus was a son of 
Joseph the Betrothed. Together with Matthias, he was one of those selected 
as a possible replacement for Judas the traitor, but he was not chosen. He 
suffered for the Gospel as a bishop in Eleutheropolis. St. Artemas was Bishop 
of Lystra in Lycaonia, and reposed peacefully. 
 
The Holy King Milutin 
I and Queen Helena and brother of Dragutin. He fought many battles defend-
ing his Faith and his people. He fought against Emperor Michael Palaeologus 

PROLOGUE OF OHRID 
OCTOBER 30 
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because Palaeologus accepted union with Rome and tried 
to force the Balkan peoples and the monks of Athos to rec-
ognize the pope. He fought against Shishman, King of Bul-
garia, and Nogai, King of the Tartars, in order to defend his 
lands. All his wars were successful, for he constantly prayed 
to God and hoped in God. He built more than forty 
churches: beside those that he built in his own land-
Treskavac, Graèanica, St. George in Nagoriè, the Church of 
the Holy Theotokos in Skoplje, Banjska and so forth-he also 

built churches outside of his land, in Thessalonica, Sofia, Constantinople, Je-
rusalem and the Holy Mountain. He entered into rest in the Lord on October 
29, 1320. His body was soon shown to be incorrupt and miracle-working; and 
as such, it reposes even today in the Church of the Holy King in Sofia, Bul-
garia. 

REFLECTION 
 

A great son of the Orthodox Church, King Milutin saved the Balkans from 
Uniatism. At that time in history when the Byzantine emperor's conscience 
was weakened, this noble and God-bearing Slavic king rose up decisively and, 
with God's help, saved Orthodoxy-not only in his own land, but also in all the 
lands of the Balkans. He who closely examines the life of the holy King 
Milutin will understand why God gave him success after success in all his 
works throughout his life. When Milutin ascended the throne, he immedi-
ately vowed to God that he would build a church for each year that he would 
reign. He reigned forty-two years and built forty-two churches. Next to some 
of the churches-for example, in Thessalonica and Constantinople-he also 
built hospitals for the indigent, where the poor would receive everything 
free of charge. Beyond that, he especially loved to give alms to the needy 
from his own enormous wealth. Oftentimes, this powerful and wealthy king 
dressed in the clothes of a poor man and, wi, seeing the foolish extravagance 
of the princess and her retinue, said: ``What is this, and what is it for? We 
are not used to such a life.'' And pointing to a Serbian princess with a distaff 
in her hand, he said: ``Behold, this is the kind of clothing we expect our 
daughter-in-law to wear.'' 
 

HOMILY 
on the desire for God-the only desire of the righteous 

Whom have I in heaven but Thee? And there is none upon earth that I desire 
beside Thee (Psalm 73:25) 

 

In heaven and on earth, there is one supreme good for the soul of an awak-
ened man. That good is God. There is countless good in heaven, but the King 
of heaven is the greatest good. There is countless good on earth, but the 
Creator of all of this good is incomparable. That is why the soul of the awak-
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ened man asks: ``What could I have or what could I desire, either in heaven 
or on earth, beside Thee?'' Is the river necessary to the one who is brought 
to drink at its source? Does one who sits at the king's table desire the shep-
herd's dinner? God alone is sufficient in Himself to satisfy all of men's hunger 
and thirst. The heavens are God's, the earth is God's. The Lord of all good is 
the greatest good; the Creator of all sweetness is the greatest sweetness; the 
Bearer of all wisdom is the greatest wisdom; the Source of all power and 
mercy is the greatest power and mercy; the Creator of every kind of beauty 
in heaven and on earth is the greatest beauty. No kind of good can enter the 
heart of man-whether openly or in a dream-that is not already in God to the 
highest degree. 
Therefore, my brethren, let us ask God that we may receive all; let us seek 
God that we may find all; let us become rich in God that we may be rich in 
all. 
O Lord our God, come near us when our souls seek Thee. 
To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen. 

  

AHEPA & Philoptochos scholarships are being 

offered.  Call or email the church   office for a 

form.  Deadline to return COMPLETE            

applications is May 1, 2012.  No application will 

be  considered if all information is not included. 

Continued from p. 5 
 

Tues., November 8th - Synaxis of the Archangels - Orthros 9 am Divine  
 Liturgy 10 am 
Wed., November 9th - St. Nektarios - Orthros 9 am Divine Liturgy 10 am 
Sat., November 12th - Taverna Night sponsored by Philoptochos, see p. 14 
Mon., November 14th - Philip the Apostle - Orthros 9 am Divine Liturgy 10 
 am 
Wed., November 16th - St. Matthew - Orthros 9 am Divine Liturgy 10 am 
Sat., November 19th - Yard Sale benefitting Dancers, see p. 15 
Mon., November 21st - Entrance of the Theotokos - Orthros 9 am Divine 
 Liturgy 10 am 
Fri., November 25th - Feastday of St. Katherine - Orthros 9 am Divine  
 Liturgy 10 am 
Wed., November 30th - St. Andrew - Orthros 9 am Divine Liturgy 10 am 
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TASTE OF GREECE  
ANNUAL GREEK FESTIVAL 

FEBRUARY 17, 18 & 19, 2012 
 

 

 

         AHEPA CHAPTER #401  
 

AHEPA is again sponsoring its  
Annual Dinner Dance on  

Saturday, November 5th  

at St. Katherine Hellenic Community Center 
Cocktail Hour  6 PM  

Dinner 7 PM  
 

Dancing to your hearts content. 
 

$35. per person  

 
Tickets are available through an  

AHEPA member. 
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Please turn your cell phones & pagers off  

or on vibrate before entering Church 

SUNDAY SCHOOL - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LAST WEEK 

 
3rd - 5th Grades:  Mark & Effie Psarakis 
October 9 & 16 
On the lst 2 Sundays we discussed how God wants us to share.  On Oct. 9 
we read the story of Abraham sharing a meal with special visitors and used 
it as an example of how when we share we are doing what God wants us 
to do.  We also discussed the Icon of the story and how it is a symbol of the 
Holy Trinity.  We sang a song together about sharing. 
Oct. 16, we read the story of Cain & Abel and how it is important to share 
with love and that our sharing should not be done out of obligation but 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǊŜ 
about other people.  The students loved sharing stories together. 
Attendance:  6 students 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES TODAY 
 

“Train up a child in the way he should go: 

And when he is old, he will not depart from it." 

Proverbs 22:6 King James Version 
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Baking Schedule for Philoptochos Christmas Bake Sale 
All Workshops begin at 10 am 

 

        Finikia             Tues., Nov. 29th 
        Kourambiethes   Fri., Dec. 2nd  
        Koulourakia   Mon., Dec. 5th 
 
 

Packaging will be on Fri., Dec. 9th 
Pick up date is Sun., Dec. 11th 
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
8-10 East 79th St. New York, NY 10075-0106 

Tel: (212) 570-3530 Fax: (212) 774-0237 
Web: http://www.goarch.org  - Email: communications@goarch.org 

Protocol 203/11 
 
November 1, 2011 
Feast of the Holy Unmercenaries 
Saints Cosmas and Damian 
 
To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils of the 
Greek Orthodox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, the Philoptochos Sis-
terhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, and the entire Greek Ortho-
dox Family in America 
 
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
On this feast of the Holy Unmercenaries Saints Cosmas and Damian, we com-
memorate two great healers and preachers who offered a faithful witness of 
Christ and the Gospel.  This is evident when we read the Holy Scriptures and 
see how many references are made to the healing and preaching ministry of 
our Lord.  In Matthew we read that Jesus went about all the cities and vil-
ƭŀƎŜǎΧǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛŎƪƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
every disease among the people (9:35).  Luke the Evangelist writes, He re-
ceived them and spoke to them about the kingdom of God and healed those 
who had need of healing (9:11). 
 
This is why the ministry of the Holy Unmercenaries was the ministry of 
Christ.  As they preached the Gospel and healed the sick, they did so with 
hearts of compassion for those in need.  They gave of their gifts and abilities 
freely, seeking only the glorification of God and the response of faith in 
Christ.  Their words and their touch were filled with the compassion of our 
Lord, bringing peace, comfort, and grace to the lives of those they served. 
 
This same ministry of compassion is offered by our Ecumenical Patriarchate 
through its philanthropic programs to those in need.  In the grace of God, the 
hierarchs, clergy, and parish and ministry leadership serve through the Ba-

tel:%28212%29%20570-3530
tel:%28212%29%20774-0237
http://www.goarch.org/news/
mailto:communications@goarch.org
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loukli Hospital and elder center and through other institutions and pro-
grams that assist orphans and the poor.  Each day the needs of the elderly, 
sick, abandoned, and homeless are seen with compassion, and they are 
touched by hands offering healing of body and soul. 
 
We are called to offer this same ministry of compassion in our parishes and 
through the programs and institutions of our Holy Archdiocese.  We are also 
blessed to be able to support this vital work of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
through the efforts of our National Ladies Philoptochos Society.  Each year 
they lead us in assisting this philanthropic work, and on Sunday October 30 
all of our parishes are asked to conduct a special collection for this pur-
pose.  This work of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the leadership of our 
National Philoptochos Society and local chapters offer a faithful witness of 
the compassion of our Lord and emulate the beautiful service of Saints Cos-
mas and Damian.  They also inspire all of us to see the multitudes around us 
who are in great need, both spiritually and physically, and to be filled with 
compassion through the presence and power of Christ in our lives.  As the 
people of God, this wellspring of compassion should lead us to offer the 
healing and saving touch of the grace of God. 
 
May we prayerfully consider a generous gift for the philanthropic minis-
tries of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.  May we continue our support for the 
ministries of our National Ladies Philoptochos Society and our local chap-
ters, and may we be vigilant to respond in compassion to those in need, 
binding their wounds, offering comfort to their troubled souls, and guiding 
them to assurance in presence and love of Christ.  
 
With paternal love in Him, 
 
Ϟ59a9¢wLh{ 
Archbishop of America 
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THE JESUS PRAYER 
 

͋эϤϜϘɯΞϚϦϢѕɯ͗ϤϜϦϧЌȮɯ͕аЌɯϧϢѕɯ͉ϘϢѕȮɯЏϞЌϚϦрϠɯ 

ϟϘɯϧсϠɯϴϟϔϤϧϬϞрϠ  

(ϧЖϠɯϴϟϔϤϧϬϞрϠ if prayed by a female) 
 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,  
Have Mercy on Me a sinner 

 

 
STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

 
 

In the  name of Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit Amen. 
Lord Jesus Christ, our God, accept our offerings as You have accepted the 
gifts of Your people throughout the ages.  We offer these gifts to Your glory, 
for the support of the ministries of Your holy Church, for the alleviation of 
suffering and hunger, and for the proclamation of Your Gospel to the whole 
world. 
Grant us Your blessing, Lord our Savior, that we may always be faithful    
stewards, continuing to share the gifts you have given us, by the power of 
Your grace, mercy and love.  May Your name be glorified forever.  Amen 

 
 

 

2011 STEWARDSHIP 

 
191 Stewards Pledging $161,800. Paid $134,355. 

24 Friends of St. Katherine Paid $12,572. 
 

 
 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

Luke 12:34 

 
 


