
 

SAINT KATHERINE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 
5965 N. Wickham Road, Melbourne, Florida 32940 

Church Phone: (321) 254-1045  fax (321) 821-0450 Church hall: (321) 254-1445    

 email – admin@saint-katherine.org  -  website www.saint-katherine.org  
 

FATHER DEMETRI TSIGAS  

fatherdemetri@saint-katherine.org; for important matters or emergencies 615-4431 
 

 Orthros: 9:00 AM                Divine Liturgy: 10:00 AM         Fellowship Hour: 11:30 AM 
 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: Mon. through Fri. 9:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. / Sat. closed &  Sun. closed during Liturgy  

 

~  VISION & MISSION STATEMENT  ~ 
Our Vision (dream) is to be a growing, loving, united Orthodox Christian  

family open to all. 
  Our Mission (job) is to grow our faith in Christ through love and respect with humility 

and forgiveness. 

 

 
 
 

2nd Morning Gospel 
 

t 
 

 

HOLY PASCHA  
 

Righteous Elizabeth 
Wonderworker 

 

Martyr Sabbas the Commander 
 

 Holymartyrs Felix, Furtunatos  
& Achilles  

 

Neomartyrs Loukas, Akyline, 
Nicholas & George  

 

Righteous Doukas of Mytilene 

~   Welcome to Our Guests  ~ 
We are delighted that you are with us today.  Please keep in 

mind that according to the Holy Canons and teachings of the 

Orthodox Church, you must be a baptized and chrismated 

member of the Orthodox faith in good standing in order to 

receive Holy Communion.  You are welcome to receive a portion 

of the blessed bread (antidoron) distributed at the end of the 

Divine Liturgy.  Please join us for coffee hour following services. 

Sunday, APRIL 24, 2011  
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Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 

Ἀπολυτίκιον  - Ήχος Πλ. Α΄ - σ. 152  
 

Χριστὸς ἀνέστη ἐκ νεκρῶν, θανάτῳ θάνατον πατήσας, καὶ τοῖς ἐν 

τοῖς μνήμασι ζωὴν χαρισάμενος. 
 

 

Apolytikion of Pascha -  Plagal 1st Tone - p. 153 
 

Christ is Risen from the dead, trampling down death by death and on 

those in the grave bestowing life. 
 

Ἡ Ὑπακοή - Ἦχος δʹ 
 

Προλαβοῦσαι τὸν ὄρθρον αἱ περὶ Μαριάμ, καὶ εὑροῦσαι τὸν λίθον 

ἀποκυλισθέντα τοῦ μνήματος, ἤκουον ἐκ τοῦ ἀγγέλου· Τὸν ἐν φωτὶ 

ἀϊδίῳ ὑπάρχοντα μετὰ νεκρῶν τί ζητεῖτε ὡς ἄνθρωπον; Βλέπετε τὰ 

ἐντάφια σπάργανα· δράμετε καὶ τ῵ κόσμῳ κηρύξατε, ὡς ἠγέρθη ὁ 

Κύριος, θανατώσας τὸν θάνατον· ὅτι ὑπάρχει Θεοῦ Υἱός, τοῦ 

σῴζοντος τὸ γένος τῶν ἀνθρώπων. 
 

Kontakion - 4th Tone 
 

When the women with Mary had come before dawn, and they found 

that the stone had been rolled away from the sepulcher, they heard 

from the Angel, ʺWhy do you seek among the dead, as a mortal man, 

the One who exists in everlasting light? See the grave cloths in the sep-

ulcher. Run and proclaim to the world that the Lord has risen and put 

death to death; for He is the Son of God who saves the human race.ʺ 
 

Κοντάκιον  - Πλ Δ΄-  σ. 274 - 276 
 

Εἰ καὶ ἐν τάφῳ κατῆλθες, Ἀθάνατε,  ἀλλὰ τοῦ ᾅδου καθεῖλες τὴν 

δύναμιν· καὶ ἀνέστης ὡς νικητής, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, γυναιξὶ μυροφόροις 

φθεγξάμενος Χαίρετε, καὶ τοῖς σοῖς Ἀποστόλοις εἰρήνην 

δωρούμενος, ὁ τοῖς πεσοῦσι παρέχων ἀνάστασιν. 
 

Kontakion – Plagal 4th  Tone -  p. 275 - 277 
 

Into the grave You descended, Immortal One, yet You destroyed the 

power of Hades and as victor You arose, O Christ our God;  You pro-

claimed to the myrrhearing women a greeting of joy, You brought 

peace to  Your holy apostles, and to the fallen You granted resurrection. 
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The Epistle Reading is Acts of the Apostles 1:1-8  
IN THE FIRST BOOK, O Theophilos, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to 
do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given com-
mandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To 
them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appear-
ing to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. And 
while staying with them he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me, 
for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit."  So when they had come together, they asked him, 
"Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom of lsrael?" He said to them, 
"it is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria and to the end of the earth."  
 

The Gospel Reading John 1:1-17  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through 
him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.   There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. He came for testimony, to bear witness to the light, that all 
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
to the light.  The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the 
world. He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 
world knew him not. He came to his own home, and his own people re-
ceived him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word be-
came flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him, 
and cried, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks be-
fore me, for he was before me.'") And from his fullness have we all re-
ceived, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 

Please pray for our: 
Spiritual Leaders: Patriarch Bartholomew; Archbishop Demetrios;  Metropoli-
tan Alexios;  & Fr. Demetri 
Civil Leaders: President Barack Obama; Governor Rick Scott; all our civil au-
thorities and our armed forces. 
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Parish Leadership: Parish Council members, Philoptochos members, Chanters, 
Choir, Sunday School teachers and students, our Youth Group leaders and chil-
dren. 
Those who are sick, awaiting surgery, recovering from  surgery, in need of 
prayers and/or shut in: Andrew Roman, Tresa Roman, Ero Diamantos,  Pauline 
Porch, Sophia Tenreiro, Jennifer Andersen, Lynette Wiggins, Alison Hall, Charlie & 
Alexandra Diamond, Mary Katsenes, Peter Katsoulas, Steve Plakiotis, John Paul 
Figari, Andrew & Pauline Kalton, Jay Figari, Jan Sangi, Ernest Kartsonis, Elaine Pe-
tersen, Ashley Petersen, Dorothy Pappademetriou, Mae Charos, Joyce Ninos, 
Pamela Kamenelis, Nazieh Yacoub, Niki Seaman, Cristian, Lynette, Leilani & Xa-
vier, Elaine, Jay, Eleni, Jaymi, Niki, George, Steve, Harry, Dina Koursaris. 
Those serving in the Military:  Joseph Abadiotakis, Jr., John Brewster, George 
Korkos, Elias Panayiotis Maldonado, Michael Moody, Cristian Segarra, Nicholas 
Tsamoutales, Yanni Tshontikidis, Harold Ballard. 
Those preparing for Ordination: Dan Kennedy 
College Students:  James Figari, John Paul Figari, Dimitra Gatidis, Alyssa Giglio, 
Alexandra Grant, Anastasia Hawkins, Carl Hawkins, Jamila  Jelani, Sade Jelani, 
Alyssa Karas, Jared Kennedy, Andrew Koines, Kimberley Koines, Christina Kou-
marianos, Alex Pappas, Eric Pappas, Nicollette Pasvantis, Rita Perakis, Kathy 
Perakis, Jas Petersen, Kathleen Rogers, Sarah Rogers, Stephen Roman, Alexandra 
Sarpoolaki, Dimitri Sarpoolaki, Irene Sarpoolaki, Jason Sirounis, John Sirounis, Ka-
tie Sirounis, Katrina  Sirounis, Marie Sirounis, Andrew Theodotou, Toula Trianta-
filou, Ryan Voll, Nicholas Xenakis, Heather Yanas, Nicholas Yanas, Alexis Zavit-
sanos, Alysanna Zavitsanos, Peter Zavitsanos. 

(If you know of anyone that should be added to this list, please call the Church  

office.) 

 

SUNDAY 
AGAPE SERVICE 

12 NOON 
Pascha Luncheon is SOLD OUT! 

 

 

Please turn your cell phones & pagers off  

or on vibrate before entering Church 
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Please join us after Liturgy this evening  
for Mageritsa soup in the Church hall. 

 

Thank you to the Roman Family for sponsoring the 
soup. 

TRAYS 
In accordance with Metropolis policy, the Stewardship offering will be      
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΦ  ! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘǊŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
Holy Communion for the Building Fund. 

To all those that have donated towards Pascha Flowers and made  
Pascha Donations! 

Ladis Family 

Tom & Betty Panouses 

Toni Zarnas & Spiros Catechis 

Adam & Ellen Karavas 

Evelyn Annas 

Ero Diamantos in memory of her brother   

       George and her parents, John &  

       Angela, grandparents, Vasilios &  

       Despina 

Dimitra Bunting 

Ann Prieston in memory of her husband,  

       George 

Georgia Beebe 

Leo & Linda Bilissis 

Venus Peters 

Vasiliki Hoberg 
Kevin & Patricia Cincimino 

George & Elaine Roman 

Clinton & Cathy Burger 

Psarakis Family 

Pierre & Pota Bitzanakis 

Luke & Beverly Delida 

Peter & Dorothy Pappademetriou 

Hedy Panouses 

John & Clara Ellis 

Andrew & Ellen Pavlakos 

Peter & Catherine Sergis in memory of 

       Nicholas Caplanis & Georgia Caplanis 

Andrew & Ellen Pavlakos 

Elaine & Maryelen Samitas 

Stephen & Patricia Loso 
Anastasia Xenakis 

Vasilios & Georgia Menegas 

Constantinos & Dorothy Philips 

Richard & Ourania Beaudry 

Anthony & Argie Papalas 

Kurt & Tracy Panouses 
Charlie & Marianthi Lagges 

Kostas & Margaret Kyparissiotis 

Elisabeth Paunovich 

Bessie Pappas 

GOYA 
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THE HOLY MARTYR SABAS THE SOLDIER [STRATELATES] 
This glorious Sabas lived in Rome during the reign of Em-
peror Aurelian and held the rank of commander. By ances-
try, he was of a Gothic tribe. He often visited Christians in 
prison and assisted them from his own estate. Because of 
his extreme chastity and fasting, God had given him au-
thority over unclean spirits. When Sabas was accused of 
being a Christian, he courageously stood before the em-
peror, threw down his military belt and openly confessed 
Christ the Lord. Sabas was tortured in various ways: 
flogged, scrapped with irons and burned with candles. He 
did not succumb to these deadly tortures but appeared 
alive and healthy. His military companions, seeing that God 

was obviously helping him, embraced the Faith of Christ. Those seventy in 
number were immediately beheaded by order of the emperor. Christ the Lord 
Himself appeared in a great light to St. Sabas in prison and encouraged His 
martyr. After that, he was condemned to death by drowning. Sabas was 
thrown into a deep river where he gave up his soul to God in the year 272 
A.D. His soul went to the Lord to Whom he remained faithful through many 
tortures. 

 

THE VENERABLE ELIZABETH 
In her early years, Elizabeth entered the monastic state in 
the Monastery of St. Cosmas and St. Damian in Constan-
tinople and took upon herself the heavy burden of self-
mortification for the sake of Christ the God and for the 
sake of her soul. She considered herself a bride of Christ 
and considered this world as though it did not exist. Out of 
her great love for God, emanated her great compassion 
toward people, especially toward the sick and the suffer-

ing. With the gift that God had bestowed upon her, she cured various dis-
eases and afflictions of the people. During her nightly prayers, she was seen 
totally encompassed by a heavenly light. Following her death, her relics pos-
sessed the power of healing and a great number of the sick and suffering 
gathered at her grave throughout the ages. She died peacefully and entered 
into the eternal joy of her Lord in the year 540 A.D. 
 

THE HOLY MARTYRS EUSEBIUS, NEON, LEONTIUS AND LONGINUS 
These four were military companions of St. George. Witnessing the coura-
geous endurance and miracles of St. George, these wonderful soldiers be-

PROLOGUE OF OHRID 
APRIL 24 
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came Christians for which they were beheaded. 
 

THE HOLY MARTYR PASICRATES AND VALENTINE 
When the judge urged Pasicrates and the martyr's brother Papianus, 
who had fallen away from Christ because of the fear of torture, to offer 
sacrifice to the idols, Pasicrates placed his hand in the fire and cried out: 
"The body is mortal and is consumed by fire but the soul is immortal and 
does not feel the visible sufferings!" However, his mother sustained and 
encouraged him to endure to the end. He was beheaded with Valentine 
and both took up habitation in the kingdom of Christ about the year 288 
A.D.  
 

VENERABLE THOMAS, "FOOL FOR CHRIST" 
Whenever he was in the city of Antioch on business for the monastery, 
Thomas always pretended insanity for the sake of Christ. A certain Anas-
tasius did not want to give him alms that Thomas sought for the monas-
tery but struck him with his fist. Thomas then prophesied: "From now on 
neither will I receive anything from Anastasius, neither will Anastasius be 
able to give me anything." After a day, Anastasius died and Thomas, 
prior to his return to the monastery, also died. Thus the prophecy of this 
holy man was fulfilled. St. Thomas died in Daphni near Antioch at the 
time of Patriarch Domnus (546 - 560 A.D.) 
 

THE NEO-MARTYRS LUKE AND NICHOLAS 
This wonderful young man Luke, a tailor by trade, suffered martyrdom 
for Christ in 1564 A.D. Nicholas suffered martyrdom in the year 1776 
A.D. 

REFLECTION 
 

In exhorting Christians to attend church for prayer, St. John Chrysostom 
says: "If someone delivers to subjugated citizens a royal decree, the citi-
zens do not question the life of the messenger, as to whether he is rich 
or poor or righteous or sinful but all listen attentively to that which he is 
reading. If someone did not hear, he asks one who has heard. When you 
have such a great awe of earthly rulers, how much more should you have 
heed us priests here, where the Creator of the Heavenly Powers speaks 
through us sinners?" Indeed, what is Holy Scripture but a Grammata 
[Letter] of the Heavenly King! Why is it that the unique and saving Gram-
mata does not interest us every day and every hour, when the least au-
thority in the country and their trivial orders do interest us? St. Anthony 
said: "Whatever you do have justification for this in Holy Scripture." But 
how can you have justification in Holy Scripture if you are not familiar 
with Holy Scripture? 
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HOMILY 
About the vanity of everything in comparison with Christ 
"I consider them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ"  

(Philippians 3:8). 
 

The apostle who writes this had worldly knowledge; he had wealth and 
friends, he had youth and health. He had all the requisites of worldly suc-
cess among his people. Paul says, "I left all." For the sake of Christ Jesus my 
Lord, I left all. Before the sages of this world he became a fool; before the 
rich he became as a beggar; before his friends, he becomes an enemy. He 
exhausted his youth and health by voluntary sufferings and afflictions. With 
one stroke he closed for himself all prospects for worldly success. Why did 
you do this O Holy Apostle Paul? Because, " I consider them so much rub-
bish, that I may gain Christ." 
Brethren, did the Apostle Paul deceive himself leaving everything as rubbish 
and did he gain something greater in gaining Christ? Twenty centuries are 
witnessing that the holy apostle did not deceive himself and, that in gaining 
Christ, he received incomparably more and better than that which he aban-
doned and sacrificed. He received wisdom above all worldly knowledge and 
riches unperishable and incorruptible; he gained friends in the form of true 
angels of God; and eternal youth without disease and aging; and divine suc-
cess, which lasts without change, in eternal life. All of this he gained in gain-
ing Christ. All of this he received leaving all that the world offers to its favor-
ites. 
Indeed, brethren, Christ is better than the world. There are no words which 
could express His superiority over the world. The world deceives its favor-
ites but Christ rewards His favorites truthfully. The world gives little and 
takes all. The world offers decay and takes away life. Christ, however, seeks 
little and gives all. He seeks that we discard decay and He gives us eternal 
life. Brethren, Christ is our one and only true friend. 
O resurrected Lord Christ, help us to renounce rubbish, to renounce decay 
and grant us eternal life. 
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Commemoration of The Great and Holy Feast of Pascha 
 
Holy Week comes to an end at sunset of Great and Holy Saturday, as the 
Church prepares to celebrate her most ancient and preeminent festival, 
Pascha, the feast of feasts. The time of preparation will give way to a time 
of fulfillment. The glorious and respendent light emanating from the 
empty Tomb will dispel the darkness. Christ, risen from the dead, cracks 
the fortress of death and takes "captivity captive" (Psalm 67:19). All the 
limitations of our createdness are torn asunder. Death is swallowed up in 
victory and life is liberated. "For as by a man came death, by a man came 
also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive" (I Corinthians 15:21-22). Pascha is the dawn of the 
new and unending day. The Resurrection constitutes the most radical and 
decisive deliverance of humankind. 
The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the fundamental truth and absolute fact 
of the Christian faith. It is the central experience and essential kerygma of 
the Church. It confirms the authenticity of Christ's remarkable earthly life 
and vindicates the truth of His teaching. It seals all His redemptive work: 
His life, the model of a holy life; His compelling and unique teaching; His 
extraordinary works; and His awesome, life-creating death. Christ's Resur-
rection is the guarantee of our salvation. Together with His Ascension it 
brings to perfection God's union with us for all eternity. 
The Resurrection made possible the miracle of the Church, which in every 
age and generation proclaims and affirms "God's plan for the universe, the 
ultimate divinization of man and the created order." The profound experi-
ence of and the unshakable belief in the risen Lord enabled the Apostles to 
evangelize the world and empowered the Church to overcome paganism. 
The Resurrection discloses the indestructible power and inscrutable wis-
dom of God. It disposes of the illusory myths and belief systems by which 
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people, bereft of divine knowledge, strain to affirm the meaning and pur-
pose of their existence. Christ, risen and glorified, releases humanity from 
the delusions of idolatry. In Him grave-bound humanity discovers and is filled 
with incomparable hope. The Resurrection bestows illumination, energizes 
souls, brings forgiveness, transfigures lifes, creates saints, and gives joy. 
The Resurrection has not yet abolished the reality of death. But it has re-
vealed its powerlessness (Hebrews 2:14-15). We continue to die as a result 
of the Fall. Our bodies decay and fall away. "God allows death to exist but 
turns it against corruption and its cause, sin, and sets a boundary both to 
corruption and sin." Thus, physical death does not destroy our life of com-
munion with God. Rather, we move from death to life from this fallen world 
to God's reign. 
 

Orthodox Celebration of Pascha 
 

Before midnight on Saturday evening, the Odes of Lamentation of the previ-
ous day are repeated. The Orthros of the Resurrection begins in complete 
darkness. The priest takes light from the vigil light and gives it to the faithful, 
who are holding candles. The priest sings: "Come ye and receive light from 
the unwaning light, and glorify Christ, who arose from the dead", and all the 
people join him in singing this hymn again and again. From this moment, 
every Christian holds the Pascha candle as a symbol of his vivid, deep faith in 
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ as Savior.  
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B A R T H O L O M E W 
By the Mercy of God 

Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch 
To the Plenitude of the Church Grace, Peace and Mercy 

From the Savior Christ Risen in Glory 
 

Beloved children in the Lord,Once again, in a spirit of joy and peace, 
ǿŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎΥ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ 
wƛǎŜƴΗέ 
The occurrences and events of our time may not seem to justify the 
exultation of our greeting. The natural destruction caused by seismic 
tremors and oceanic swells, together with the lurking devastation 
from possible nuclear explosion, as well as the human sacrifices re-
sulting from military conflict and terrorist action, reveal our world to 
be in horrible torment and anguish from the pressure of the natural 
and spiritual forces of evil. 
Nevertheless, the Resurrection of Christ is indeed real and grants to 
faithful Christians the certainty ς and to all humanity the possibility ς 
of transcending the adverse consequences of natural calamity and 
spiritual perversity. 
Nature rebels when the arrogant human mind endeavors to tame its 
boundless forces endowed by the Creator it its seemingly insignifi-
cant and inactive elements. In considering from a spiritual perspec-
tive the grievous natural phenomena that plague our planet repeat-
edly and successively in recent times, we appreciate and acknowl-
edge the belief that these are inseparable from the spiritual and 
ethical deviation of humanity. The signs of this deviation ς such as 
greed, avarice, and an insatiable desire for material wealth, along-
side an indifference toward the poverty endured by so many as a 
result of the imbalanced affluence of the few ς may not be clearly 
related to the natural occurrences in the eyes of scientists. Yet, for 
someone examining the matter spiritually, sin disturbs the harmony 
of spiritual and natural relations alike. For, there is a mystical con-
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nection between moral and natural evil; if we wish to be liberated 
from the latter, we must reject the former. 
Our Risen Lord Jesus Christ, the new Adam and God, constitutes the 
model for the beneficial influence of a saint on the natural world. For 
Christ healed physical and spiritual illness, granting comfort and heal-
ing to all people, while at the same time bringing calm and peace to 
stormy seas, multiplying five loaves of bread to feed the five thou-
sand, thereby combining the reconciliation of spiritual and natural har-
mony. If we want to exert a positive impact on the current negative 
natural and political conditions of our world, then we have no other 
alternative than faith in the Risen Christ and fulfillment of his saving 
commandments. 
Christ has risen and given new life to the perfect ethos of humankind, 
which had darkened this ethos. Christ became the first-born and pio-
neer of the regeneration of the world and the whole of creation. The 
message of the Resurrection is not empty of meaning for the quality of 
human life and the balanced function of nature. As we completely and 
profoundly experience the Resurrection of Christ in the depth our 
heart, our existence shall favorably impact upon all humanity and the 
natural world. The natural sciences may not yet fully have underlined 
the relationship between the regeneration of humanity and the re-
newal of creation, but the experience of the saints ς which should be 
the aim our own experience ς confirms the experientially proven fact 
that, indeed, a person reborn in Christ restores the harmony of the 
natural world disturbed by sin. In Christ, the saint can move moun-
tains for the good of the world, while the sinful person, who opposes 
the ways of God, can shake the earth and raise destructive waves. 
Let us approach the sanctity of the Risen Christ in order, through His 
grace, to calm the natural and moral waves that trouble our world to-
day. 
May the grace of our Risen Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, beloved 
children in the Lord. Amen.  

Holy Pascha 2011 
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople 

Fervent supplicant for all 
before the Risen Christ 
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
8-10 East 79th St. New York, NY 10075-0106 

Tel: (212) 570-3530 Fax: (212) 774-0237 
Web: http://www.goarch.org  - Email: communications@goarch.org 

 
 
 Protocol 46/11 
  
April 24, 2011 
Holy Pascha 
The Feast of Feasts 
  
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,    
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the  
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4) 
       
To the Most Reverend Hierarchs, the Reverend Priests and Deacons, 
the Monks and Nuns, the Presidents and Members of the Parish Coun-
cils of the Greek Orthodox Communities, the Distinguished Archons of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Day, Afternoon, and Church Schools, 
the Philoptochos Sisterhoods, the Youth, the Hellenic Organizations, 
and the entire Greek Orthodox Family in America 
  
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
Christ is Risen!  ʋˊʽˋˍˈˌ Ố˄ ʷˋˍʹΗ 
  
On this great and glorious feast of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, our hearts are filled with unspeakable joy, our minds embrace 
the light of truth, and our souls are transformed by His presence in our 
midst and by His love for us. 
  
This is most certainly a day of celebration, a day above all other days, 
which proclaims the triumph of life over death and offers a beautiful 

http://www.goarch.org/news/
mailto:communications@goarch.org
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witness of the power of grace and faith.  This Feast of Holy Pascha is 
also a day of renewal.  In praise and thanksgiving, we present before 
all people the new life that is offered to us because Christ is risen from 
the dead! 
  
Our commemoration of this great Feast through hymns, prayers, and 
the proclamation of the Gospel, leads us to consider the relationship 
of His Resurrection to all areas of our lives, to our innermost being, to 
our thoughts and actions, and to our aspirations and hopes for life 
now and for eternity.  Just as we come with a candle and receive the 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ tŀǎŎƘŀΣ ǎƻ ǘƻƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
should be received into our entire being.  Through His presence and 
grace, we are transfigured from death to life, we are renewed in the 
image and likeness of God, and in newness of life we carry this light 
into all the world. 
  
Pascha is a feast for our hearts, a celebration for our souls.  Today, re-
pentance is embraced with grace and forgiveness.  Hope overcomes 
despair.  Heavenly joy replaces grief.  Divine and assuring peace reigns 
over our inner struggles.  Our hearts are renewed with the strength to 
continue the journey of liberation from sin and evil. 
  
Pascha is a feast for our minds.  On this day, Truth is revealed as a su-
perb light for all of humanity.  Today, the light of Pascha illuminates 
our minds.  We receive the gift of the divine wisdom that guides us 
through life.  We are blessed with a vision of what is holy, pure, and 
just.  In the light of Pascha, our minds contemplate all of the implica-
ǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  
  
Today and in the days and weeks to come we will proclaim over and 
over again,  ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǊƛǎŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǘǊŀƳǇƭƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ōȅ 
death, and to those in the tombs bestowing life!έ  !ŦǘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ wŜǎǳǊπ
rection, the tombs are no longer places of death but of life, bestowed 
to us by Him as this most precious gift. 
  
On this blessed Pascha, I offer to you and your families my warmest 
wishes for a beautiful day of celebration and fellowship.  May our 
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souls, hearts, and minds be filled with peace and love, and may our joy 
in Christ and His Resurrection be a true witness of the new life we 
have in Him. 
  
With paternal love in the Risen Lord, 
  
Ϟ59a9¢wLh{ 
Archbishop of America  
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April 12, 2011 
PASCHAL MESSAGE OF HIS EMINENCE METROPOLITAN ALEXIOS 
PASCHA 2011 
 
My dearly beloved in the Lord,  
 
άΦΦ¸Ŝ ōŜ ǊƛǎŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ 
(Colossians 3:1) 
The time is now at hand when we enter on a new beginning: now is the Feast 
of Feasts, the Great Day that makes all things new, the Day the Lord has 
made: let us rejoice and be glad in it! Let us with joy greet this new begin-
ƴƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
thanksgiving to our Almighty God, Who, in His infinite mercy, has granted us 
the opportunity to celebrate once again this Feast of Feasts, this Holy Day of 
Holy Days, Great and Holy Pascha! What joy fills the world, as we hear those 
beautiful words: "ʋˊʽˋˍˈˌ Ỉ˄ ʷˋˍʹΗϦ - "Christ is Risen!" 
 
There are no words more beautiful or more important than these; they are 
the words of life. 
 
This is an exhilarating and liberating message of hope to all who are held 
captive by the misery and darkness of the world in which we live: Christ is 
Risen! Let us be illumined by the light of Christ, Who is the Light of the 
World. Let all our lives, all our hearts and souls, minds and bodies, be illu-
mined by the Light of Christ, and be transformed by it!  
 
May each and every one of us, especially upon this Feast of Feasts, be filled 
with the light of the Resurrection of Christ. May we experience His light in 
our lives so that we may love one another and together accept His amazing 
gift of salvation. To Him be the glory and the dominion unto the ages of 
ages! 
 
Together we shall proclaim, with boldness and joy, throughout the world, 
the good news of His glorious, radiant, life-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ 
ǊƛǎŜƴΗέ aŀȅ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 
His joyous Resurrection continue to shine upon you! I prayerfully remain, 
 
Paternally yours with love in our Risen Lord, 
+Metropolitan Alexios 
+ALEXIOS 
Metropolitan of Atlanta 
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PLEASE SEE WISH LIST IN THE NARTHEX. 
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AHEPA & Philoptochos scholarships 

are being offered.  Call or email the 

church   office for a form.  Deadline to 

return completed applications is  

         May 1, 2011. 

 

 

ANY STUDENTS FROM OUR COMMUNITY THAT ARE  
GRADUATING PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL THE CHURCH OFFICE  

WITH A PICTURE AND YOUR INFORMATION. 

SAVE THE DATE!  
 

W.O.W. Event  
Sat., May 14th  

See p. 17 for more information 
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STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, our God, accept our offerings as You have accepted the 
gifts of Your people throughout the ages.  We offer these gifts to Your glory, 
for the support of the ministries of Your holy Church, for the alleviation of 
suffering and hunger, and for the proclamation of Your Gospel to the whole 
world. 
Grant us Your blessing, Lord our Savior, that we may always be faithful    
stewards, continuing to share the gifts you have given us, by the power of 
Your grace, mercy and love.  May Your name be glorified forever. 

 
 

 

2011 STEWARDSHIP 
DON’T FORGET! TO RETURN YOUR  

2011 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE CARDS  

 

149 Stewards Pledging $127,185.  Paid $63,952.  

23 Uncommitted Stewards Paid $6,439. 
 

Thank you to everyone who has already submitted their  

2011 Stewardship Cards 
 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

Luke 12:34 

 
 

 

THE JESUS PRAYER 
 

Κύριε Ἰησοῦ Χριστέ, Υἱέ τοῦ Θεοῦ, ἐλέησόν  

με τὸν ἁμαρτωλόν  

(ϧЖϠɯϴϟϔϤϧϬϞрϠ if prayed by a female) 
 

 

 

 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,  
Have Mercy on Me a sinner 
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 Christ is Risen!     Christos Anesti!    Al Masih Qam!      

           (English)                   (Greek)                   (Arabic)                     
  

        Christos Voskrese!     Hristos a Inviat!   Krishti Unjall!      

         (Slavonic)                   (Romanian)          (Albanian)                         
 

    Le Christ est Ressucite!          Christus ist Auferstanden!      

             (French)                                    (German)          
                        

Cristo Resucito!     Krestos a Uprisin! Seen Him a Uprisin fe tru! 

        (Spanish)                            (Jamaican – Patwa dialect) 

 


